myeloid leukaemia from the onset of symptoms is between three and three and a half years (Minot, Buckman & Isaacs, 1924; Hoffman & Craver, 19.51 , I,ea\ell, 1938) . Wintrobe and Hasenbush (1939) , who place the figure somewhat lower, find the average delay between the onset of symptoms and the making of a correct diagnosis to be slightly over a year. Data from the first two papers quoted show that, while irradiation therapy prolongs life by only from four to six months, the length of useful life may be extended by a year.
Cases surviving more than ten years are extremely rare. Minot, Buckman and Isaacs (1924) give a chart which suggests that 2 or 3 of their 130 cases sur\i\e for such a period. Hoffman and Craver (1931) Fig. 1 , sliows clearly the striking effects of therapy on the size of the spleen. For three years after its inception it was capable of causing such shrinkage of the organ that it was no longer palpable and it was over six years before the spleen was as large as it had been initially. 1 hereafter, further therapy had much less effect, though only a year before death the spleen had still been capable of considerable diminution in size. The effect on the leucocyte count fairly closely parallels the effect on the spleen. For the first three years the count, even between courses of therapy, never rose above "(O.OOO/'cu.mm. but thereafter tended to return fairly rapidly to between 50,000 and 100,000/cu.mm. after the immediate effect of therapy had worn off, At the end, I'is. 1. Diagrammatic representation of courses of X-ray therapy, size of spleen and total leucocyte count from initial admission.
